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A phone call is all it takes!Turtle Week Bali

Text and photos by Kurt Amsler

We have reported on the plight of the sea 
turtles before. We have reported how they 
were being butchered by the thousands. 
And we have asked for your support and 
signatures on a petition to stop the slaugh-
ter of these ancient ocean citizens.

It is now time to report back that your sup-
port has made a real difference. But the 
fight is not quite over yet. 

The phone call
It was in still in the wee hours of an early morning when Wayan 
Wiradnayana, the director of the Pro-fauna office on Bali 
received a call from an Austrian tourist. Whilst walking on Sanur 
beach, the man had witnessed two large turtles being loaded 
into a boat and hidden in a nearby hut. What happened next 
sounds unbelievable, but it is true. Thanks to www.sos-seaturtles.
ch and media coverage, the man was fully aware of the plight 
of the sea turtle on Bali and the name Profauna was stuck in 
his mind. The owner of a nearby restaurant helped him look up 
the correct telephone numbers, and Wayan wasted no time in 
informing the chief of police, the forestry department and the 
Bali marine police.
  Time was of the essence because there was a strong possibil-
ity that the sea turtles might be moved on. Indeed, when the 

In these squalid condistions the sea turles 
were kept before we rescued them 

With a little 
help from friends,
the sea turltles were 
soon on their way 
back to the ocean

Freedom at last!

Your support made the difference. 
Your support is still needed. 
This is why... 

Make sure you visit www.sos-seaturtles.ch
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and Pak Hassan. One man who knows 
what is going on, is the Swiss-born Heinz 
von Holzen. He has lived on Bali for the 
past 12 years and owns the famous 
Bumbu-Bali Restaurant and Ruma-Bali 
Village. Understandably, he has mostly 
to work behind the scenes, but he has a 
number of people working undercover 
to keep him directly informed on what is 
happening on the sea turtle scene. 
  Instead of turning up at markets, as 
they did in the past, sea turtle eggs now 
come to Heinz’s place, where he incu-
bates them in his many turtle rearing 
plants, and then releases them. Heinz 
literally buys the freedom of illegally 
caught turtles, so that they are spared 
the horrific end of being cut out of their 
shells alive.
  The news that five sea turtles were 
being kept for a buyer in a hiding place 
on Pak Kami was brought to him by an 
informer from Tanjung Benoa. The main 
priority was to free the turtles as soon as 
possible and also to photograph the pro-
ceedings in order to provide material for 
the media and evidence for the Balinese 
authorities. How the trader would react 
to the camera was the least of my wor-
ries at that moment. The only thing that 
gave away our arrival was the Bumbu 
Bali Restaurant truck that was driven by 
Pak Madi, Heinz Von Holzen’s specialist 
for this sort of tricky business.
  Although quite hardened to these 
sorts of things, I still found it challenging 
to keep my cool when confronted with 
this man—who has, in his lifetime, been 
responsible for the deaths of hundreds 
of thousands of sea turtles—to haggle 
with him over their price, as if they were 
bananas or coconuts!
  Better to see him in a different light, 
such as through the viewfinder of my 
Nikon! The noise of the camera pro-
duced no reaction from him whatsoever, 
but the same could not be said for his 
side-kick, a stocky, sly looking man who 
was evidently Chinese. One word from 
Pak Madi put him in his place. Evidently, 

police arrived on site, the animals had 
already disappeared, and unfortunately, 
so had the determined tourist. 
  However, the marine police, not being 
easily deterred and being officers of the 
law, soon discovered where the sea tur-
tles had been taken. They moved in to 
find both the green turtles, which were 
of a good size, and seized them. They 
were measured and tagged by the for-
estry department and set for release. The 

release took place a little time later as 
the tide was going out on Kuta Beach. 
As always, the spectacle attracted many 
residents and tourists, and provided a 
great opportunity for Profauna to distrib-
ute information leaflets about the endan-
gered sea turtles.

In the Lion’s Den
The trade in sea turtles in Tanjung Benoa 
lies in the hands of two men, Pak Tami 

The hiding place Tied with a rign 
through its flipper

How many seaturtles get 
to ride in a police van?

“I still found it challenging to keep my cool when confronted with this man who has, in 
his lifetime, been responsible for the deaths of hundreds of thousands of sea turtles.”

feature Bali Turtles
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women with the same look distributed 
leaflets amongst inhabitants and tourists 
alike.
  Profauna demonstrations always cause 
a big stir in the media. This occasion was 
not any different. Cameras flashed, TV 
cameras filmed, and even an ARD cam-
eraman used the opportunity to build the 
demonstration into a production he was 
already filming. Naturally, the place was 

he was keen not to bungle the sale over 
a small disagreement.
  With exaggerated politeness, he 
encouraged us to follow him, and after 
15 minutes of insane driving, we arrived 
at the shed where the creatures were 
being kept. Both concrete basins meas-
ured around 5 x 5 metres and were filled 
with around 40cm of water. Here, our 
four adult green turtles were to be found, 
each one weighing more than 100 kilos, 
alongside a small hawksbill turtle. 
  The transporting and preparation for 
the release carried out by Heinz’s men is 
a procedure that has seen many years of 
practice. Late afternoon, as the tide was 
going out, the turtles were taken to the 

Holiday Inn Hotel beach and released 
back into the sea—a very moving 
moment! Back to their own environment, 
where up until their capture, they had 
been living for the past 30-40 years! It is 
highly possible that the turtles could live 
to double this age. See balifoods.com

Kuta Beach Demonstration
The backdrop was like the set of a TV 
commercial. White sand, blue sea, and 
in the foreground, dressed in white, the 
Profauna activists holding their banner. 
With rigid expressions, motionless and 
straight-faced, they picketed for the 
endangered sea turtles. Here, on the 
most famous of the Bali beaches, young 

Before the turltes were releasesd at Kuta beach hey were 
measured and tagged by the Forestry Department.

Recognized as endangered 
species by the IUCN and 
CITES, sea turtles are pro-
tected from exploitation in 
most countries worldwide. It 
is illegal to collect, harm or 
kill individual turtles. In addi-
tion, many countries have 

implemented various laws 
and ordinances to protect 
individual turtles and turtle 
nesting areas within their 
jurisdiction. However, the 
turtles’ populations are still in 
danger because of several 
human practices. In some 

countries, the turtles are still 
hunted for their flesh, and 
their eggs are collected 
from nests and eaten as a 
delicacy. Pollution indirectly 
harms the turtle populations 
both on the population and 
the individual scale. (Wikipedia)

Visit
Profauna.or.id 
Profauna.org

also teeming with uniforms: the chief 
of police, the forestry department 
and other officials were all over the 
place.
  In Indonesia, demonstrations and 
information campaigns are closely 
watched and taken very seriously. 
Profauna takes advantage of this, 
for in this country, it is the only way 
to get a strong grip on the protec-

“Last one in is a ....”

feature

In Indonesia demonstrations 
and information campaigns 
are closely watched and 
taken very seriously.

http://balifoods.com/news/turtle/index.html http://balifoods.com/bumbu/index1.html
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tion of animals species. This is why 
the organisation also works closely 
alongside schools and universities. 
Profauna is however not only con-
cerned with the protection of sea 
turtles, but with all endangered 
species throughout Indonesia.

Visiting the Governor
The meeting with the governor 
was scheduled for 10am. On our 
way to the government build-
ings we noticed a giant cloud of 
smoke. Fire engines with flashing 
lights and sirens blaring headed 
for the town centre. A large fire 
had broken out in Denpasar city 
centre. Therefore, it was under-
standable that the governor had 
to be excused from our meet-
ing, and that instead, we were 
to meet with the Minister for the 
Environment, Ir.Ni Wayan Sudjj. 
Even knowing the extent of the 
Governor’s influence, we were 
not disappointed by the way 
things turned out. It soon became 
clear that the minister was fully 
informed of the sea turtle plight 
and spoke perfect English. Our 

position was clear: According to 
Indonesian Law, (article 764-98 
/ April 1997) killing of sea turtles 
is forbidden, and trade over the 
border is seen as a violation of 
CITES convention, the internation-
al commission for the protection 
of endangered species.

Media matters
This is where image and percep-
tion matters. There is no clearer 
language than the more than 
20,000 letters of protest sent all 
over the world and even more 
petition signatures. Hundreds of 
publications and the world-wide 
link www.sos-seaturtles.ch have 
drawn people’s attention to the 
murder of sea turtles on Bali. 
  And as Bali is currently strug-
gling to keep every tourist it can, 
the Balinese have no other option 
but to take such issues very seri-
ously.   ►

When we began the first sea 
turtle campaign shortly after the 
fall of the Suharto regime around 
the turn of the millenium, around 

Thanks to the sponsors
Turtle Week was only made pos-
sible thanks to the generous 
support of the firms Seemann-
Sub, Seacam and Schoener-
Tauchen, De / Ch.

www.iyor.org F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N

What is the International Year of the Reef?
        “Recognizing that ten years after the first International Year of the Reef (1997) there continues to be an
          urgent need to increase awareness and understanding of coral reefs, and to further conserve and manage
          valuable coral reef and associated ecosystems, the International Coral Reef Initiative designated 2008
          as the International Year of the Reef (IYOR 2008).” — International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI), October
          2006. IYOR 2008 will consist of a year-long campaign of events and initiatives hosted by governments
          and non-governmental organizations around the world. For more on the goals of IYOR 2008, see
          www.iyor.org.

Why is the IYOR 2008 important?
          Coral reefs are some of the oldest and most diverse ecosystems on the planet. They provide resources 
          and services worth an estimated 375 billion dollars each year, a staggering amount for ecosystems that 
          cover less than one percent of the earth’s surface. Millions of people and thousands of communities
          all over the world depend on coral reefs for food, storm protection, jobs, medicines, and recreational
          opportunities.

          Unfortunately, many of the world’s coral reefs (including the associated seagrass beds and mangrove
          habitats) have been damaged or destroyed due to increasing human impacts, climate change, and other
          factors. According to the Status of Coral Reefs of the World: 2004, 70% of the world’s coral reefs are
          threatened or destroyed, 20% of those are damaged beyond repair, and within the Caribbean alone, many
          coral reefs have lost 80% of coral species. The decline and loss of coral reef ecosystems has significant
          social, economic, and ecological impacts on people and communities in the U.S. and around the world.

When will IYOR 2008 take place?
          The calendar year of 2008 — January 1 through December 31.

If I choose to do something to celebrate IYOR, is it important to network
with others? 
          You're not required to work with others in order to participate in IYOR 2008. All U.S. based individuals,
          corporations, schools and organizations are welcome and actively encouraged to participate in the IYOR.
          That said, networking helps ensure that we get the maximum return for our collective IYOR 2008 invest-
          ments. Follow the steps below to network at whatever level (or all levels) you are most interested:
          international, national, regional, or local.

How do I get involved with IYOR 2008?
    —  Check out www.iyor.org for more information on the IYOR 2008 effort. Here you can register your
          interest with the international IYOR coordinator, sign up for the international email list by emailing
          info@iyor.org, and download basic IYOR 2008 information and key documents.

    —  Get involved with the U.S. campaign by contacting the non-profit organization Reef Check — iyor2008@
          reefcheck.org — to find out who in the U.S. may be involved in your geographic area or field of interest.
          Reef Check is serving as a facilitator for the U.S. IYOR effort in the non-government community. 

    —  Then, if you'd like to brainstorm and network at the national level, contact the National Oceanic and
          Atmospheric Administration — iyor@noaa.gov — to get added to the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force
          Education and Outreach Working Group, a network that encourages information-sharing, collaboration,
          and collective brainstorming for coral reef outreach and education across the government, non-govern-
          ment, research and private sectors. The USCRTF Education and Outreach Working Group is acting as a
          platform for anyone interested in sharing information about their U.S. IYOR plans with other organiza-
          tions, and provides a forum for potential collaborative planning and action.

    —  Finally, with the aid of the information resources and coordinators above, determine how you or your
          organization can make a unique IYOR 2008 contribution, and get started!

“See you 
out there!”

Author Kurt 
Amsler getting 
a friend for life

http://www.iyor.org
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25,000 animals were being 
massacred in the slaughter 
houses of Tanjung Benoa. 
Currently, around 3,000 are 
being killed in secret.
  Of course, we refer to the 
positive direction in these 
developments, but stressed 
that police action must 
be continued and even 
increased so that an end is 
brought to all killings. Once 
this happens, we can show 
the more beautiful side of 
the dream island of Bali in 
the media, and not more 
of the bloody images from 
Tanjung Benoa.

The Cover-Up
Alibi-Island. This “turtle island” 
is located not far off the 

south coast of Tanjung Benoa. 
Tourists are herded out there on 
little boats to gawk and paw 
at the 30 sea turtles eeking out 
their miserable existence in the 
dirty waters of the lagoon and a 
concrete basin. Alongside them 
are cages containing birds, giant 
lizards not to mention a large 
python with tape wrapped round 
its mouth, the front part of which, 
incidentally, is missing, as it was 
crudely removed along with its 
fangs. The icing on the cake is 
that souvenirs made out of turtle 
shells are being sold there. It was 
an exhibition that would take the 
joy out of the day of any person—
the few visitors present were near-
ly exclusively tourists from Asian 
countries.

  By research-
ing and closely 
observing the 
island, Pro
fauna mem-
bers and the 
journalist Daniel Peterlunger was 
able to gather clear evidence 
that “turtle island” was nothing 
more than a front and cover-
up for the trade in sea turtles. 
Through the back doors of the 
compound, we were able to get 
some pictures of creatures stored 
on a small boat transferred to a 
hut lying directly opposite of a 
water basin. The shells and bones 
lying in the waste outside were 
further proof that slaughter was 
taking place here. As of this is 
writing, the photos taken of these 
proceedings are lying on the desk 
of the Minister of the Environment 
and are being channelled 
through all levels of government 
by the Profauna team.

In conclusion
The developments on Bali since 
we began our campaign in 
March 2006, shows very clearly 
that our “public relation” strat-
egy with emphasis on obtain-
ing media coverage is working. 
However, in order to remain the 
front line and support the actions 
of our comrades-in-arms on Bali, 
we are heavily dependent on 
sponsorship and donations. In 
the end, putting an end to the 
murder and trade of sea turtles 
on Bali comes down to who is the 
most determined to succeed!
 
Please visit www.sos-seaturtles.ch. 
We appreciate your support ■

Souvenirs made out of tur-
tle shells are being sold 

at the “Turtle Island”

What the tourists see out front ►

What is really 
happening in 

the back... Piles 
of empty shells 
and bones tell 
their own tale

◄A nice little innocent tourist attraction 
in favour of turtle protection? Wrong! 
Turtle Island is nothing but a front and 
a cover-up for the trade in sea turtles

Turtles are discretely being 
transferred out of the back door

What kind of zoo treats 
its animals like this?

feature Bali Turtles


